
Action !

French cinema  holds a unique place in the
history of the movie industry. For this reason,
the French Embassy  believes that
collaborating with local aspiring filmmakers
will help Bahraini cinema to blossom. Through
this program, the French Embassy gives these
filmmakers the opportunity of  writing  their
very own short film and then, for the best
screenplay, to actually shoot it!

Subsequent to this workshop, a final selection
will take place and will offer the winner (best
short film screenplay) the opportunity
to  shoot  his or her  own movie in partnership
with the Bahrain-based production
company  Blu Steel Films. The winner’s short
film will be screened at the Alliance Française
of Bahrain and at the Bahrain Cinema Club.

6 to 10 candidates will be selected and will be
given the opportunity to participate in
our screenwriting program for a week and a half
(47 hours). An expert will train them to develop
their project, complete their short film
screenplay and make it presentable to
producers.

Each candidate  to be will submit a short film
synopsis which will be read and analysed by a
jury (Bahrain Cinema Club, Blu Steel Films,
Alliance Française, French Embassy).

BRING LIFE TO YOUR SCRIPT   



From Saturday 30th of May from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday 1st of June to Thursday 5th from 4:30 pm to 9:00 pm
Saturday 6th from 10:00am to 4:00 pm
Home writing with commentaries and follow up by the trainer on Sunday
7th, Monday 8th and Tuesday 9th.
Wednesday 10th and Thursday 11th from 4:30 pm to 9:00 pm
Last day of workshop on Saturday 13th from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

Be older than 18
Have a very good knowledge of English language
Be ready to show attendance during the workshop if your project is
selected (a participation of only 50BD will be requested)

A CV or bio
A one-page letter stating: 

A portfolio : screenplays, short film videos (not mandatory)

Step 1 => make sure you are available to follow the training :
 

 
Step 2 => make sure you meet the registration requirements :
 

 
Step 3 => Send the synopsis of a short movie project (a 5 to 10 minutes
short film (fiction only). This synopsis should have between 150 and 300
words and  be  sent to  helene.nkom@diplomatie.gouv.fr  with  the following
documents attached : 
 

o   where does this idea of yours come from, 
o   why you wish to write and direct this short film, 
o   what you want to show to the public through this story
o   and how

 
Step 4 => Wait for an interview invitation

To apply, you just have to follow these
simple steps :

You have until May 16th to submit your short-
film synopsis



Marianne Mayer  started writing at the age of 9, shortly after coming back
from China. Since then, she also has kept the french, arabic and chinese oral
tradition of storytelling alive.
 
Marianne Mayer graduated in 2000 with a master in TV and Film
Screenwriting from INIS (National Institute of Image and Sound) in Quebec,
Canada. She carried out professional works : a documentary (selected in
festivals) , a short film editing, a tv show and short film (selected in many
festivals and on canadian TV channels). After graduation, Marianne Mayer
started working since 2001 on various TV animation series : Les Brins
d'Amours, Christmas Tales ... Screenplays coaching, Reading for festivals
manly in France. She went on telling stories on stage, in festivals and in
schools, for children as well as adults. She also developed this art in
scripted adaptations and short stories.  
 
Marianne Mayer is the Founder of Screenwriters Republic which provides
expert Screenwriting, Creative writing and Oral Storytelling workshops for
beginners as well as professionals. The company started its workshops
program with great success in Dubaï, in December 2018.  Screenwriters
Republic is the only company in the middle east to help participants
(beginners and professionals) start from scratch ending up with a completed
book, screenplays to be shot or stories to be told on stage.

Let us give you an overview of the project’s
guidelines through a presentation of

our two main partners 

MARIANNE MAYER 
 Screenwriting professional

Founder of Screenwriters Republic 



Here is an overview of the screenwriting workshop:
 
 
«  We are all storytellers even if we are talking about a casual everyday life
kind of action.  
 
The screenwriting workshop starts by acknowledging this fact through various
activities. They will be then able to take a good grasp of how to shape a story
and write their own full synopsis.
 
Participant will discover the specificities of the screenwriting process by
reading short film screenplays and watching, analysing and discussing short
films or sequences of feature film. This will stand as a work in progress   to
build the structure of their screenplay, enrich their characters and write the
dialogs. 
 
Participant will work through the 4 different stages of screenwriting : detailed
synopsis, treatment, a sequence outline, two versions of a screenplay. They'll
learn how to be professional in their comments and their way to listen to
others', how to understand that their screenplays is a film to be. »



Mohamed Fakhro is a Bahraini filmmaker and co-founder of Blu Steel Films,
with a Bachelor of Science in Business Management from Fisher College in
Boston and a Diploma in Filmmaking from EICAR International Film School in
Paris. Former banker with five years’ experience at the Bank of Bahrain and
Kuwait, the Bahrain Development Bank, and EMP (Emerging Markets
Partnership). Producer and Director of two short films, Swine and Cloven,
and the Line Producer of an untitled Pakistani feature film to be released in
the second half of 2020. Accepted into the Official Selection of the 2018
Screamfest Film Festival in Los Angeles, USA. Current work includes an
upcoming short film based on Dilmunian mythology, Cult.
 
Blu Steel Films’ will provide all the necessary equipment (Camera, Lighting,
Sound etc.) to produce the short-film after its been selected. Mohamed
Fakhro’s involvement will be to oversee the workshop as a producer and to
facilitate the process for the contestants during the production of their film.
 
Blu Steel Films is a Bahraini film production and equipment rental house co-
founded by Zohaib Latif, Ahmed Salahuddin and Mohamed Fakhro. Latif and
Fakhro met while studying film in Paris, and together with Salahuddin
recognized the untapped potential of the filmmaking industry in the gulf
region. In less than two years, the company has gone on to produce feature
films, short films, documentaries, commercials and other promotional
material for both public and private clients across a variety of sectors. With
an inventory of cutting edge film equipment and a talented and experienced
crew, Blu Steel Films is committed to producing unique and high quality
content and expanding the film industry in Bahrain and the region.
 
 

MOHAMMED FAKRO
Bahraini filmmaker and co-founder of Blu

Steel Films


