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Jurisdiction: Karnataka, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh 
KCR to take on BJP-led Centre, convene opposition conclave to mount united battle: Slamming the NDA 
government at the Centre over disinvestment in PSUs and "anti-farmer" policies, TRS president and Telangana 
Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao on Wednesday said he would soon convene conclave of opposition party 
leaders across the country to launch a united fight probably by the middle of next month. 
*source: Press Trust of India, November 19, 2020 
 

Thousands queue up to apply for INR 10000 flood relief in Hyderabad: Stampede-like situation prevailed as 
thousands of persons queued up at Mee Seva centres, the citizen services delivery centres in Hyderabad and 
surrounding areas to apply for INR 10000 aid from the Telangana government for every household affected by 
the recent heavy rains and floods. All Covid-19 safety norms were thrown to the wind as the applicants stood 
in queues with no social distancing and only a few wore face masks. 
*source: Indo-Asian News Service, November 18, 2020 
 

Telangana: Gandhi Hospital junior doctors protest at DME office The Telangana Junior Doctors Association 
(TJUDA) of Gandhi Medical College and Hospital, Secunderabad on Tuesday staged a protest at the Telangana 
Director of Medical Education office demanding the start of non-Covid services at Gandhi Hospital. TJUDA had 
earlier called for a strike and unanimously decided to boycott duties from Wednesday. 
*source: Asian News International, November 17, 2020 
 

Bengaluru's Covid-19 fatality rate lowest among major Indian cities: Bengaluru's coronavirus case fatality rate 
of 1.1% was the lowest among all major cities in India, state Health Minister Sudhakar K said on Wednesday. 
On Wednesday, Karnataka recorded 1791 new cases of Covid-19 and 21 related fatalities (10 from Bengaluru). 
*source: Press Trust of India & Times News Network, November 18 & 19, 2020 
 

Bengaluru riots: NIA conducts searches at 43 locations Stepping up investigation into the Bengaluru riots case, 
the National Investigation Agency (NIA) on Wednesday carried out searches at as many as 43 locations in 
Bengaluru, including four offices of the Social Democratic Party of India, the political wing of Popular Front of 
India. The case is regarding the violence carried out in DJ Halli and KG Halli limits on August 11, 2020. 
*source: Deccan Herald News Service, November 18, 2020 
 

Karnataka-Maharashtra row over Belagavi-Karwar heats up after Ajit Pawar remarks: Maharashtra Deputy 
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar's remarks on Tuesday marking the occasion of Shiv Sena founder Bal Thackeray's 
death anniversary have sparked a fresh war of words with leaders of neighbouring Karnataka. The two states 
have been at loggerheads for decades over areas along their border in districts like Belagavi, Karwar, and 
Nipani. Karnataka Chief Minister BS Yediyurappa was quick to criticise Mr Pawar's remarks. 
*source: NDTV, November 18, 2020 
 

Vijayanagar to be Karnataka's 31st district: Karnataka is all set to get its 31st district as the Cabinet on 
Wednesday gave ‘in principle’ approval to carve out a new Vijayanagar district from Ballari. The mining district 
of Ballari is politically significant, comprising nine Assembly constituencies of which the Congress represents 5 
and the BJP 4. Ballari has 11 taluks and splitting it will ease administration, it is argued. 
*source: Deccan Herald News Service, November 18, 2020 
 

BJP picks Narayan, a printing press owner, for RS seat in Karnataka: The central leadership of the BJP on 
Tuesday picked Mangaluru-based unsung party worker K. Narayan for the lone Rajya Sabha seat in Karnataka 
that is going for by-poll on December 1. 
*source: Indo-Asian News Service, November 18, 2020 
 

Karnataka Police arrests 25-yr-old hacker for breaking into government sites: The Central Crime Branch (CCB) 
of the Karnataka Police on Wednesday arrested Srikrishna alias Shreeki, 25-year-old hacker, for breaking into 
government websites. The accused was known to hack online poker games to win money and bitcoins online. 
He reportedly also confessed to hacking the e-procurement website of the Karnataka government in 2019. He 
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is adept at computer programming and had done his Bachelors in Computer Science and lived in the 
Netherlands from 2014 to 2017. 
*source: Asian News International, November 18, 2020 
 

Consulate General of France, Bangalore and Elior India celebrate Diwali over a virtual platform but with real, 
tasty cuisines and wines: Is it possible to celebrate the festive season safely, using the ubiquitous virtual 
platforms but making the experience a real one? The Consulate General of France, along with French company 
Elior India, took up the gauntlet and came up with the unique idea of “Bon Diwali”. The experimental French-
Indian gathering was, originally, the outcome of a conversation between Consul General of France Dr Marjorie 
Vanbaelinghem and Mr Sanjay Kumar, CEO & MD, Elior India, a French catering firm. 
They organized the event that took place on the evening of 12th November 2020 and allowed them to share 
some wine and quality fusion French-Indian food prepared by Elior India’s Chef Prabhakar Nagaraj. The idea 
was, as the Consul General expressed “to give those regular video calls some more flavour”. 
*source: India Education Dairy, November 18, 2020 
 

2 lakh private school students in Andhra Pradesh shift to government schools: More than 2 lakh students have 
left private schools in Andhra Pradesh to join government schools in 2020, propelled by the myriad schemes 
such as revamping infrastructure, distributing free school kits, etc. introduced to encourage public education. 
The government's success in reversing the trend is due to a plethora of schemes implemented since 2019 
*source: Indo-Asian News Service, November 18, 2020 
 

French funds to aid Smart Campus Project: The Greater Visakhapatnam Municipal Corporation has got INR 52 
crore (80% of the project funding) for its Smart Campus Project from the French Development Agency under 
the CITIIS (City Investments to Innovate, Integrate and Sustain) challenge. 45 municipal schools in the city will 
now get a facelift.  
*source: Times News Network, November 19, 2020 

 

Economy 

Renault Kiger subcompact SUV concept revealed; launch in 2021: Renault India has finally pulled the wraps off 
its subcompact SUV, which was earlier codenamed 'HBC' concept. It will be called the Renault Kiger upon 
launch. The new Renault Kiger concept previews the upcoming subcompact SUV from the Renault that will go 
on sale in 2021 and will be built on the same platform as the Triber MPV. The Kiger will make its global debut 
in India and exported overseas as well. Renault says it will also introduce an all-new global engine on the sub-
4-metre SUV. 
*source: Car and Bike, November 18, 2020 
 

Capgemini India HR head explains why the French IT major is going crazy hiring in India and around the world: 
Capgemini may be a French company but more than half of their workforce is located in India — and the Paris-
based company has no plans of slowing down. Even as attrition levels drop, Capgemini India Chief Human 
Resources Officer Pallavi Tyagi believes that lateral hiring will continue to increase. 
Capgemini has already added over 45000 employees to its ranks globally this year. For India, the overall hiring 
target has pegged at 24000 for 2020 with a similar outlook for next year as well. 
*source: Business Insider, November 18, 2020 
 

Airlines scramble to prepare for ultra-cold Covid-19 vaccine distribution: Airlines are scrambling to prepare 
ultra-cold shipping and storage facilities to transport Covid-19 vaccines developed by Pfizer and Moderna, 
whose doses, which require deep freezing, are likely to be among the first to be distributed.  
A recent survey by an air cargo association and a drug shippers' group found only 15% of industry participants 
felt ready to transport goods near the minus 70 degrees Celsius (-94°F) required by the Pfizer Inc vaccine, 
while around 60% could meet Moderna Inc's less stringent -20°C requirement.  
*source: Reuters, November 18, 2020 
 

Google Maps to show Covid-19 cases, death details in nearby areas on mobile: In September, search engine 
giant, in a bid to help users make proper travel plans before heading out during the Covid-19 pandemic, added 
an extra layer to show containment zones on Google Maps. This helped users to avoid high-risk zones and 
travel in safer Covid-19 free places. Since its launch, it has apparently helped more than 10 million people. 
Now, the company will include the latest tally of Covid-19 cases, death-related data, infection rate trends of 
nearby areas and other places around the cities across the world.  
*source: Deccan Herald News Service, November 18, 2020 
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France 
Its online site still up, banned Jaish threatens French President: Calling Emmanuel Macron a “blasphemer”, the 
UN-designated terror group Jaish-e-Mohammed has warned the French President and “others like him” that 
they will be targeted by those ready to be “sacrificed for the honour of the Prophet”. This appeared in an 
unsigned article on the website of its online journal Al Qalam. 
*source: The Indian Express, November 19, 2020 

 

India 
Effect of festivals on caseload will be seen soon, say officials: The impact of festivals such as Durga Puja and 
Diwali and state elections on the pandemic situation in India will be visible in the coming weeks, even though 
the daily Covid-19 cases have been on a decline, Union health secretary Rajesh Bhushan said on Tuesday. 
India continues to be among the countries with the lowest cases per million population in the world. Bhushan 
added that India is much ahead of Russia, France and the UK when it comes to daily tests conducted. 
*source: Live Mint, November 18, 2020 
 

India only G20 nation on track to meet Paris pact’s 2C goal: India is the only country among G20 nations which 
is on track to meet what it had promised in 2015 under the Paris Agreement on climate change. India’s track 
record of being the only “2°C compatible” country was flagged in a report released on Wednesday by a 
coalition of 14 global thinktanks, including TERI. 
*source: Times News Network, November 19, 2020 

 
Information in this press review has been sourced from articles published in the Indian Press. 

The Consulate General of France in Bangalore is not responsible, in whatsoever manner, for the content of the articles above. 
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